
Morning Worship on 2nd Sunday of Trinity 
 

Below is the broad text for this service.  The whole service will also be available as a 
video with words included as necessary at our YouTube channel: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkgAPth84w8vMfDgFeO6DIA 

 
 

The Gathering 

 
Welcome 
 
Welcome to this service of Morning Worship on this, the 2nd 
Sunday of Trinity.  Some you are joining us live via Zoom, and 
others will be watching this as a video later, and others reading 
this as text!  You are all most welcome, however you join us, we 
are all in communion together.   
 
Indeed that it is the central message today.  One of being in unity 
in the love of God whereever we are and what ever our 
circumstances.  And it is about celebrating that love in and of 
God, and therefore also of each other as children of God. 
 
Today, in the secular world, it is also Father’s Day.  It is a day to 
say ‘thank you’ to all father’s out there, and those who carry out 
that role, that love, past or present in your lives.  And so today 
really it is about celebrating love, and love as being definitive 
and decisive and love that usurps all others.  The love that God 
brings and that God fills us all with for him and each other.  
 
 

 
God is Good – All the time! 

 
All the time – God is Good!! 

 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 

 
“This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it” 
Loving God, we have come to worship you.  

 
All: Help us to pray to you in faith,  
 to sing your praise with gratitude,  
 and to listen to your word with eagerness; 
 through Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
 
Hymn – I come with Joy 
 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 
 forgiven, loved and free, 
 the life of Jesus to recall, 
 in love laid down for me. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkgAPth84w8vMfDgFeO6DIA


 
2 I come with Christians far and near 

 to find, as all are fed, 
 the new community of love 

 in Christ's communion bread. 
 

3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, 
 each proud division ends. 

 The love that made us, makes us one, 
 and strangers now are friends. 

 
4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

 unseen, but ever near, 
 is in such friendship better known, 

 alive among us here. 
 

5 Together met, together bound 
 by all that God has done, 

 we'll go with joy, to give the world 
 the love that makes us one. 

 
Brian Wren (b.1936) 

© 1971, 1995 Stainer & Bell Ltd 
 

 

Confession 
 
 God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit.  Let us therefore 

put away all anger and bitterness, and slander and malice, and confess our sins to 
God our redeemer. 

 
 Silence is kept.  
 
All: Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight.  

We are sorry and repent.  
   Have mercy on us according to your great  

love, wash away our wrong doing and cleanse us from our sin.  
Renew a right Spirit within us, and restore us to the joy of your salvation,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 
   May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us  

our sins, and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Word 
 

Collect for the Day 
 

Lord, you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 

send your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 

without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 



 

Reading 
 
Matthew 10:24-39 NRSV  

 
24 “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like 
the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his household! 
 

26 “So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that 
will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him 
who can destroy both soul and body in hell.[a] 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So 
do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
 
32 “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven; 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
 

34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law; 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 37 Whoever loves 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me; 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those 
who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 
 
Hymn – Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
 

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 
 I find a place to stand; 

 and wonder at such mercy  
 that calls me as I am. 

 For hands that should discard me, 
 hold wounds which tell me 'Come'. 

 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 
 my unworthy soul is won. 

 
2 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 

 his family is my own; 
 once strangers chasing selfish dreams, 

 now one through grace alone. 
 How could I now dishonour 

 the ones that you have loved? 
 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 

 see the children called by God. 
 

3 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 
 the path before the crown, 
 we follow in his footsteps 

 where promised hope is found. 
 How great the joy before us - 

 to be his perfect bride. 
 Beneath the cross of Jesus, 

 we will gladly live our lives. 
 

Keith Getty (b,1974) and Kristyn Getty (b.1980) 
© 2005 Thankyou Music/Adm. by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook, www.kingswayworship.co.uk 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A24-39&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23446a


Talk 
 
The passage today is one of the most difficult passages, for my money, in the Gospels to approach.  These 
are not obviously words of comfort from Jesus.  I’m not sure I’ve ever seen them on a prayer card or 
tablecloth in any bookshop.  They are also words that sometimes get pointed to by those who might 
criticise our faith as not being about peace and love at all. 
 
“I not come to bring peace, but a sword, for I have come to set a man against his father, daughter against 
mother”, and so on.  These are difficult words. 
 
Today we have Father’s Day in our secular calendar.   The fact that the lectionary gives us this reading is 
purely coincidental and therefore quite ironic.  But maybe actually quite helpful too…  Jesus is not saying 
that following him WILL lead to division, that division and breakdown is in someway a Kingdom value.  
Not at all – in fact it is exactly the opposite.  But, I hear you say – Jesus does say that!! 
 
So how could Jesus be saying these things?   
 
Well, like always when looking at passages in isolation, we need to not limit ourselves to what we see, but 
also look at what else is going on. 
 
This is part of the wider lesson to the 12 Apostles (as Matthew refers) as they are sent out on their ministry 
for the first time.  It forms the whole of chapter 10 and our reading today is just 15 of those 40 verses.   
 
It is clear from reading the whole speech that Jesus is giving the apostles encouragement.  He is motivating 
them for what is a very daunting and frankly, dangerous, task.  It comes in the context of Jesus saying to 
them, ‘See, I am sending you out like sheep in the midst of wolves’.  He is painting no illusions that the 
work they are doing in his name will be deeply risky, but that that work IS God’s work and as such they are 
truly loved and held in that.   
 
There is also another critical point to understand here.  This is occurring during Jesus’ lifetime on earth.  It 
is a short period of time.  His whole public ministry was just 3 years.  The whole Gospel, as all the Gospel’s 
do, has that strong sense of journey to the Cross.  That the passion (and whatever lies beyond) is where all 
this is heading and there is a sense of doing the things that can be done now in priority of the bigger picture 
to come. 
 
Indeed, earlier in the chapter Jesus commands the apostles to only concentrate on the ‘lost house of Israel’.  
They are not to take the message more widely yet.  Now is not the time.  If you are welcomed, great, if not – 
shake the dust from your feet and move on.  Move on. 
 
It is in stark contrast to the end of the same Gospel as Jesus prepares to ascend to his Father – where, now 
on the other side of the Cross, he commands all his followers to go to all people and baptise them in the 
name of the Trinity.   
 
And so in this passage, Jesus is talking in terms of immediacy, and as such clear decisiveness.  This is not 
the time for debate and compromise – it is for the apostles in those times – just maybe a few days and 
weeks, to get out amongst the local population and spread the word, quickly.  Take it or leave it.  It is 
essentially leaflet dropping. 
 
There is no mention of baptism here, it is about getting things known.  It is about headlines.  The journey 
comes later.  The cementing will come later – after the revelation. 
 
And so now it makes more sense. 
 
I not come to bring peace, but a sword.  Not a sword of pain and horror.  But the sword of truth and love. 
 



Jesus does not come to hurt.  The sword is not just a weapon to attack, it is also to defend, it is also to 
protect.  Does not come to divide, but does come to welcome all people into his kingdom.  He comes to 
unify.  To do that people need to know what the values of that Kingdom are.  What are they joining?   
 
Sometimes you just need to know things plain and simply, in a clear and defining way.  That is the front 
door so to speak – the way in.  It is either open or closed – it can’t be both. 
 
So Jesus is saying to his followers – here I am!  THIS is what I stand for, for love, for unity, for 
uncompromising reaching out to the afflicting, the persecuted, the poor, the downtrodden, the sick, the 
dying…  Take it or leave it. 
 
In fact, when we hear the verses about the sparrows, we clearly hear Jesus telling his followers that if God 
cares so much for them – then how much more will he care for you? 
 
And so for us today…  God loves each and everyone of you unconditionally – no compromise.  It is 
definitive, and it surpasses any love that we could possibly experience in our material lives.  And we 
experience that love in three ways, in the ways that Jesus himself commands.  Love of and from God, love 
of each other, and love of ourselves.   
 
And so today, spend a bit of time celebrating that love that you receive from each other and from God, and 
especially today, that love you receive from those who are in that role of protection, of nourishment, of 
caring, of raising. 
 
Amen. 
 
   We say together in faith 
 
All:   Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
   who was, and is, and is to come.  

 
   We believe in God the Father,  
   who created all things: 
All:   for by his will they were created 
   and have their being.  
 
   We believe in God the Son, who was slain: 
All:   for with his blood, he purchased us for God,  
   from every tribe and language, 
   from every people and nation. 
 
   We believe in God the Holy Spirit:  
All:   the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘come!’ 
   Even so come, Lord Jesus.  
   Amen.  
 
 
 

Prayers  
 
I invite you now to either pause in your reading here, or on the video, and spend some time in silence for as 
long as you feel comfortable, spending time with the prayers of your hearts, or listen the music in the 
background and let your prayers flow with the melody. 
 
Anthem – Morning Glory, Starlit sky (Weaver) 

Sung by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields 
 
 
 



 Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us: 
 
All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 
Going out into the World 

 
 
Hymn – Lord for the years 

 
 

1 Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 
 urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

 sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 
 Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

 
2 Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us, 

 speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
 teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 
 Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 

 
3 Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 

 spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care; 
 for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

 Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 
 

4 Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him, 
 loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain; 

 hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him, 
 Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

 
5 Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,  

 self on the cross and Christ upon the throne; 
 past put behind us, for the future take us, 
 Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

 
Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926)  

© administered by Oxford University Press in Europe (including UK and Ireland) and Africa,  
and by Hope Publishing Company in all other territories (including USA).  

 
 
All:   We go into the world 
   to walk in God’s light,         
   to rejoice in God’s love 
   and to reflect God’s glory. Amen 
 
Leader:  May God keep you in all your days. 
   May Christ shield you in all your ways. 
   May the Spirit bring you healing and peace.  
   May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you  

and pour upon you blessing and light. Amen.  
 

Liturgy mainly Common Worship © Church of England.  Hymns used by permission and © as detailed on A Church Near You.  
Talk by Rev Philip Butcher.  Icon of Jesus and Apostles from unrestricted usage online image base. 


