
Morning Worship on Trinity Sunday 
 

Below is the broad text for this service.  The whole service is also available as a video 
with words included as necessary at: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiEhVXtRWaY 

 
 

The Gathering 

 
Welcome 

 
Welcome to this, our service on Trinity Sunday in the Two 
Shires Benefice. 
 
On this Sunday we celebrate the Trinity – the nature of 
God that is one of the foundations of what we believe as a 
Trinitarian faith – that is God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit.  3 in one and one in 3. 
 
Contemplating the Trinity is difficult.  It is at once the 
simplest of things and the most difficult.  In fact, I don’t 
think we are meant to understand it.  We don’t need to.   
 
But what it is about is the perfect love of unity.  Of 
differing aspects of the same love and awesomeness that 
sit in perfect balance where they neither share with, or 
dominate, each other.  And we are drawn into that as 
humanity redeemed back to the bosom of God.   

 
In our Gospel today we will hear how Jesus instructs the eleven disciples to go and baptize all people in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  He embarks on the next part of his journey in union with the Father, 
and the disciples on theirs, also in that union – to bring others into that same embrace.  A journey of 
everlasting life held in the perfect love of God.  And so we celebrate that today in prayers, our space, our 
music. 
 
 

God is Good – All the time! 
 

All the time – God is Good!! 
 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 

 
 

“This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it” 
 
 Loving God, we have come to worship you.  
All: Help us to pray to you in faith,  
 to sing your praise with gratitude,  
 and to listen to your word with eagerness; 
 through Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiEhVXtRWaY


Hymn – Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
 

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
 early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

 holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
 God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity! 

 
2 Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee, 

 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 

 which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 

3 Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, 
 though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 

 only thou art holy, there is none beside thee 
 perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 

 all thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 
 holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
 God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 

 
Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 

 
Confession 
 
 God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit.  Let us therefore 

put away all anger and bitterness, and slander and malice, and confess our sins to 
God our redeemer. 

 
 Silence is kept.  
 
All: Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight. We are 

sorry and repent.  
   Have mercy on us according to your great  

love, wash away our wrong doing and cleanse us from our sin.  
Renew a right Spirit within us, and restore us to the joy of your salvation,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 
   May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us  

our sins, and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

Word 
 
Collect for the Day 
 
Holy God, 
faithful and unchanging: 
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your truth, 
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of your love, 
that we may truly worship you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 



Reading 
 
Matthew 28:16-20  (NRSV) 
 
The Commissioning of the Disciples 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they 
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that 
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”[a] 
 
 
Hymn – Thou Whose Almighty Word 
 

1  Thou, whose almighty word 
 chaos and darkness heard, 

 and took their flight; 
 hear us, we humbly pray, 
 and where the gospel-day 
 sheds not its glorious ray, 

 let there be light. 
 

2 Thou, who didst come to bring 
 on thy redeeming wing 

 healing and sight, 
 health to the sick in mind, 

 sight to the inly blind, 
 O now to all mankind 

 let there be light. 
 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 
 life-giving, holy Dove, 
 speed forth thy flight; 

 move on the water's face, 
 bearing the lamp of grace, 

 and in earth's darkest place 
 let there be light. 

 
 

4 Holy and blessèd Three, 
 glorious Trinity, 

 Wisdom, Love, Might; 
 boundless as ocean's tide 

 rolling in fullest pride, 
 through the earth far and wide 

 let there be light. 
 

John Marriott (1780-1825) 
 
 
Talk 
 
And that was ‘Thou whose Almighty Word’.  This is Spirit Radio – reaching you in all places where the 
Spirit blows. 
 
Welcome to our suitably socially distanced phone in interview slot  
 
This morning we have two very special guests joining us who were last together in Galilee a few days ago. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A16-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24213a


 
James & Thomasina - welcome – how are you and where do you join us from? 
 
James:  Well we are just resting at the moment at Peter’s mother’s house in Capernaum.   
 
All of you? 
 
Thomasina:  Well no, just six of us, outside, and 2 metres apart…  The others are out exercising, working, or 
shopping. 

 
So my researchers tell me that something amazing happened a few days ago – we are sure living in exciting 
times! 
 
So there we were, the eleven of us, sitting on the side of a mountain.  We were there because Jesus had told us to be 
there.  And what better reason is there to be anywhere? 
 
But this time wasn’t like the other times – when we used to sit there waiting for him to appear with his stories, his 
miraculous powers, and his wonderful ways of caring for people and seeing exactly what they needed.  In those times 
there used to be excited crowds pressing on us, buzzing with anticipation.  Then we would arrive, and there would be 
an expectant calm.  Everyone sat waiting, listening. 

 
This time, though, it was just us – just the 
eleven of us, sitting on the side of a mountain.  
There were still some us, you see, who were not 
sure what was going on!  Well all knew that 
he’d been arrested after the Passover supper.  
Most of us had made ourselves scarce at that 
point, but everyone heard about what happened 
next.  How he died….   And our whole world fell 
apart. 
 
The story became stranger after that.  Some of 
the women claimed to have seen him – alive and 
well.  They said the grave was empty.  They said 
things about earthquakes, and light, and stones 
rolling away and shining people and other 

things none of us understood, but they said one more thing that made us pay attention.  They said that he had spoken 
to them, and that he had asked us to meet him here in Galilee.  So there we were, just a few miles from here, sitting on 
the side of the mountain. 
 
And suddenly – there he was!!  It was amazing!!  We didn’t see him arrive, or walk up – he was just there!!  We were 
amazed, it was one of those moments that you just couldn’t understand – some rejoiced, some cried, some just couldn’t 
believe it and thought they were imagining it.  But He was there, as real as my friends are next to me now. 
 
Jesus spoke to us.  And we knew then it really was him.  There is no mistaking somebodies’ words when you hear 
them.  He told us all about who he was, and we just knew that he was in charge – not just of what we were doing – but 
of EVERYTHING – and I mean EVERYTHING.   
 
What else did he tell you? 
 
He told us to go from the mountain and make disciples.  He had given us instructions like this before – but this time he 
told us to go everywhere – every country, every place, every person.  He told us to carry on with the work that we had 
already been doing and to do as Jesus had already shown us.  Nothing new as such – just bigger.  More of it.  Telling 
people who Jesus is.  And telling them that they are loved by God, God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 

 
Father Son and Holy Spirit?  God is three people? 
 
Yes… and no…  I’m not sure…   
 



The thing is, God is one – one God.  The one all powerful God who created and loves everything and everyone.  And to 
be that God for us he gave himself to us in His Son, AND he is everywhere all the time in the Holy Spirit.  So all of 
things are God as well.  3 in one and one in 3… 
 
Wow, I’m not sure I get it…. 
 
I don’t think we’re meant to.  We are not God.  If there is anything I have learnt from my time with Jesus it is that 
sometimes you just have to believe and trust – you don’t need to know why and how.  That is love.  God loves us, that 
is all we need to know. 
And of course there was that other thing he said! 
 
Other thing? 
 
Oh yes!!  ‘Remember, I am with you always’.   
Of course – I remember when he said those words how I just knew deep down that whatever happened next He really 
meant that.  That even if we could not see Him, he is here and with us all the time, and whatever happens, we are 
never alone. 
In fact – do you remember his Mother telling us that time ages ago – that is why he was called Jesus in the first place? 
 
I do – and that other name, Emmanuel,  God with us. 
 
It’s quite a story, thank you so much for sharing it.  So James, what now for you? 
 
Well, I’m getting things together to see if I can get to a country called Spain, along way out west from hear – 
something tells me I’ll be needed there. 
 
And you, Thomasina?   
 
I think I’ll stick around here for a while first while I let all this sink in, and maybe go the other way – go out and see 
what is in the East… 
 
And what about all the others? 
 
I guess everyone will see where the wind blows them!  Some will travel, but some will stay – I don’t think it really 
matters – just as long as we are loving God, and loving each other. 

 
 
 
Thank you both so much – what in inspiration you are: 
 
And now for some more music – Jesus lead us to the Father… 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn – Jesus lead us to the Father by your Spirit 
 

Jesus lead us to the Father by your Spirit, 
help us draw near. 

Jesus lead us to the Father by your Spirit, 
help us draw near. 

 
As we come with awe and gladness, 

help us draw near. 
As we come with awe and gladness, 

help us draw near. 



  
Alleluia, alleluia, 

help us draw near. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 

help us draw near. 
 
 

Sam Hargreaves (b.1979) 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 
   We say together in faith 
 
All:   Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
   who was, and is, and is to come.  
 
   We believe in God the Father,  
   who created all things: 
All:   for by his will they were created 
   and have their being.  
 
   We believe in God the Son, who was slain: 
All:   for with his blood, he purchased us for God,  
   from every tribe and language, 
   from every people and nation. 
 
   We believe in God the Holy Spirit:  
All:   the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘come!’ 
   Even so come, Lord Jesus.  
   Amen.  
 
 
 

Prayers  
 
I invite you now to either pause in your reading here, on the video,  and spend some time in silence for as 
long as you feel comfortable, spending time with the prayers of your hearts, or listen the music in the 
background and let your prayers flow with the melody. 
 
 Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let  us pray as our Saviour taught us: 
 
All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 
Going out into the World 

 
 
Hymn – Great is thy faithfulness 

 
 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not, 



 as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be. 
  

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  
 Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided,  
 great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!  

  
2 Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest, 

 sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
 join with all nature in manifold witness 

 to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
  

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 
 
All:   We go into the world 
   to walk in God’s light,         
   to rejoice in God’s love 
   and to reflect God’s glory. Amen 
 
Leader:  May God keep you in all your days. 
   May Christ shield you in all your ways. 
   May the Spirit bring you healing and peace.  
   May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you  

and pour upon you blessing and light. Amen.  
 
 
 
 

Liturgy courtesy of Common Worship © Church of England.  Lyrics as provided and used by permission of A Church Near You 
©.  Talk and other script written and prepared by Rev Philip Butcher.  Photo of Lake Galilee © Philip Butcher.  Icon of Trinity 

from unrestricted image base online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


