
Morning Worship on 2nd Sunday of Trinity 
 

Below is the broad text for this service.  The whole service will also be available as a 
video with words included as necessary at our YouTube channel and on our 

website: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkgAPth84w8vMfDgFeO6DIA 
 

or 
 

https://twoshires.wordpress.com/sunday-service 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gathering 

 
Welcome 
 
Welcome to this service on the 4th Sunday of Trinity.  Today Rev’d Michelle is preaching and will be talking 
about how we hear the music of God.  That is, those things that give us cause to prick our ears, to notice some 
joy, the things that illustrate and enhance our faith lives.  The abundance of life. 
 
In this service we are using music in a couple of different ways.  Our first and last hymns will be using the 
recordings from St Martin-in-the fields which have been made available to all churches for free during this 
time.  We will also have a simple chant that Michelle and I recorded and you can join in with and make a 
noise along to.  And the music in our prayer space is little bit of a rusty clarinet duet playing the tune for 
Beauty for Brokenness.  The words will be on screen for you to sing along to, read, or use as you need.   
 
We pause as we gather ourselves for worship. 
 
 
 

God is Good – All the time! 
 

All the time – God is Good!! 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkgAPth84w8vMfDgFeO6DIA


The Lord be with you 
And also with you 

 
“This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it” 
Loving God, we have come to worship you.  

 
All: Help us to pray to you in faith,  
 to sing your praise with gratitude,  
 and to listen to your word with eagerness; 
 through Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 
 
Hymn – Great is thy faithfulness 

 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
 there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

 thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not, 
 as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be. 

 
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  

 Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
 all I have needed thy hand hath provided,  
 great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!  

  
2 Summer and winter, and spring-time and harvest, 

 sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
 join with all nature in manifold witness 

 to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 Chorus  

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 Chorus 

 
 
 

Thomas O Chisholm (1866-1960) 
Copyright © 1923, renewal 1951 Hope Publishing Company.  

 

 

Confession 
 
 God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by the Holy Spirit.  Let us therefore 

put away all anger and bitterness, and slander and malice, and confess our sins to 
God our redeemer. 

 
 Silence is kept.  
 
All: Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight.  

We are sorry and repent.  
   Have mercy on us according to your great  

love, wash away our wrong doing and cleanse us from our sin.  
Renew a right Spirit within us, and restore us to the joy of your salvation,  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  



 
   May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us  

our sins, and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Word 
 

Collect for the Day 
 

Gracious Father, 
by the obedience of Jesus 

you brought salvation to our wayward world: 
draw us into harmony with your will, 

that we may find all things restored in him, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen 
 

Reading 
 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-end 
 
16 “To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling 
out to others: 
 
17 “‘We played the pipe for you, 
    and you did not dance; 
we sang a dirge, 
    and you did not mourn.’ 
 
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 
But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.” 
 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you 
were pleased to do. 
 
27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 

 
 
 
Chant – Over my head 
 

Over my head, I hear music in the air 
Over my head, I hear music in the air 
Over my head, I hear music in the air 

There must be a God somewhere  
x3 

 
 
 
 



Talk 
 
A few years ago, Phil and I spent a few days in the city of Marrakesh in Morocco. It is a city built around 
the hustle and bustle of the busy main square – the market place. Full of so much colour and so much noise 
– different stalls selling everything possible, acrobats performing, much music and dancing – all the time. 
Such an amazing experience.  
 
This is the image that I am filled with when I read todays passage – an image of busyness and of colour and 
of music. But there is also an image here of people sat on the side just watching, condemning all the noise – 
missing the joy of being part of something so beautiful.  
 
In our reading, Jesus is talking to a crowd of people who have rejected the teachings and lessons of John the 
Baptist and who are now looking for reasons to reject Jesus himself. They don’t like this new song that Jesus 
brings; they will dance only to their own music. Jesus compares them to children in the market place, 
calling to one another: 
 
“We played the flute for you and you did not dance”. 
 
This crowd, these people, were so stubborn, so determined to follow their own rhythm, that they missed 
the very presence of God amongst them.  
 
The music of God, the song of his presence amongst us is everywhere – all around us, in everything we 
encounter. In the beauty of his creation, in the people that we meet, in the depth of our very being. It is a 
music that calls us to join in – to dance, to sing, to worship, or simply to be still and just listen.  
 
It is a music that brings great joy, hope and the deepest love.  
 
Sometimes, we hear this music so clearly, so loudly – it draws us in, mesmerizes us, transforms us.  
 
But sometimes, the music feels like it has faded, is drowned out by all the other noises around us until we 
can no longer hear it.  
 
We are all in such strange circumstances at the moment. We have made it through three months of 
lockdown, of being isolated from family and friends and loved ones, of being unable to go out to the places 
that we love, of being unable to worship together in our church buildings.  
 
I have heard so many stories of people for whom this time has been so difficult, more difficult than they 
could ever have imagined. Some who are finding the transition back to normality a very difficult step and 
are filled with concern and worry for the next few months. 
 
And yet, so many people I have spoken to have also talked about some of the positives of this time, of the 
things that they have experienced as they have had to redefine their routines and find new ways of dancing 
to that music of God – the new things they have discovered at home, in their gardens, the new friendships 
they have made with neighbours, a new way of experiencing their own faith. 
 
Over the next week, I invite you to think about this music of God – what are the things that sing of God’s 
love and presence to you, what are the things on your journey of faith that inspire you to sing and dance 
and praise Him?  
 
I also invite you to think of and pray for those around you who are struggling, for whom this time is 
difficult. 
 
And, when you struggle to hear that music, allow yourself to be carried by the song of those around you, 
the song of those who sing with God. For, through their prayers and love, they carry you also to the very 
throne of God our Father where we can all be together in our worship and praise of him.  
 
Keep listening for that music – you never know what you might find.  Amen. 



 
   We say together in faith 
 
All:   Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 
   who was, and is, and is to come.  
 
   We believe in God the Father,  
   who created all things: 
All:   for by his will they were created 
   and have their being.  
 
   We believe in God the Son, who was slain: 
All:   for with his blood, he purchased us for God,  
   from every tribe and language, 
   from every people and nation. 
 
   We believe in God the Holy Spirit:  
All:   the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘come!’ 
   Even so come, Lord Jesus.  
   Amen.  
 
 
 

Prayers  
 
I invite you now to either pause in your reading here, or on the video, and spend some time in silence for as 
long as you feel comfortable, spending time with the prayers of your hearts, or listen to the music in the 
background and let your prayers flow with the melody. 
 
Beauty for Brokenness: 
 

Beauty for brokenness 
Hope for despair 

Lord, in the suffering 
This is our prayer 

Bread for the children 
Justice, joy, peace 
Sunrise to sunset 

Your kingdom increase! 
 

Chorus: 
 

God of the poor 
Friend of the weak 

Give us compassion we pray 
Melt our cold hearts 
Let tears fall like rain 

Come, change our love 
From a spark to a flame 

 
Shelter for fragile lives 

Cures for their ills 
Work for the craftsman 

Trade for their skills 
Land for the dispossessed 

Rights for the weak 
Voices to plead the cause 
Of those who can't speak 



 
Chorus 

 
Refuge from cruel wars 

Havens from fear 
Cities for sanctuary 
Freedoms to share 

Peace to the killing-fields 
Scorched earth to green 
Christ for the bitterness 
His cross for the pain 

 
Chorus 

 
Rest for the ravaged earth 

Oceans and streams 
Plundered and poisoned 
Our future, our dreams 
Lord, end our madness 

Carelessness, greed 
Make us content with 

The things that we need 
 

Chorus 
 

Lighten our darkness 
Breathe on this flame 

Until your justice 
Burns brightly again 

Until the nations 
Learn of your ways 
Seek your salvation 

And bring you their praise 
 

Chorus 
 

Graham Kendrick  
Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music, 

 
 
 
 
 Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us: 
 
All:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 
Going out into the World 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn – The Spirit lives 
 

1 The Spirit lives to set us free, 
 walk, walk in the light. 
 He binds us all in unity, 
 walk, walk in the light. 

 Walk in the light, walk in the light,  
 walk in the light, walk in the light of the Lord  

 
2 Jesus promised life to all, 
 walk, walk in the light. 

 The dead were wakened by his call, 
 walk, walk in the light. 

 Chorus  
 

3 By Jesus' love our wounds are healed, 
 walk, walk in the light. 

 The Father's kindness is revealed, 
 walk, walk in the light. 

 Chorus 
 

4 The Spirit lives in you and me, 
 walk, walk in the light. 

 His light will shine for all to see, 
 walk, walk in the light. 

 Chorus 

 
 

Damian Lundy (1940-1997) 
© 1978 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 

 
All:   We go into the world 
   to walk in God’s light,         
   to rejoice in God’s love 
   and to reflect God’s glory. Amen 
 
Leader:  May God keep you in all your days. 
   May Christ shield you in all your ways. 
   May the Spirit bring you healing and peace.  
   May God the Holy Trinity drive all darkness from you  

and pour upon you blessing and light. Amen.  
 
 

Liturgy mainly Common Worship © Church of England.  Hymns used by permission and © as detailed on A Church Near You.  
Talk by Rev Michelle Butcher.  Clarinets & Chant – Michelle and Philip Butcher. 


