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You are very welcome to this service of Morning Worship for the 9th Sunday after Trinity.  Today 

we hear Matthew’s account of Jesus walking on water, meeting the disciples in their boat as they 

head across the lake after the miracle of the feeding of the 5000.  It is a powerful message of trust, 

of courage, and of being prepared to have faith even when things appear to be impossible.  It is 

an important message for our times today. 

 

This service broadly follows a morning worship liturgy from the Wild Goose Worship Group, 

which provides prayer and worship resources in the Celtic tradition centered on the Iona 

Community.  Before you start the service, please make sure you are comfortable, are in a restful 

space, and have paused to bring your focus on our creator God. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Call to worship 

 

Leader:  In the beginning, before time, before people, before the world began, 

 

People:     God was. 

 

Leader:     Here and now among us, beside us, enlisting the people of earth for the 

purposes of heaven, 

 

People:     God is. 

Leader:     In the future, when we have turned to dust, and all we know has found                                

its fulfillment, 



 

People:     God will be. 

 

Leader:     Not denying the world but delighting in it, not understanding the world, but 

redeeming it, through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 

People:     God was, God is, God will be. 

 

Hymn – At the name of Jesus 

 

1 At the name of Jesus 

 every knee shall bow, 

 every tongue confess him 

 King of Glory now: 

 'tis the Father's pleasure 

 we should call him Lord, 

 who from the beginning 

 was the mighty Word: 

 

2 Humbled for a season, 

 to receive a name 

 from the lips of sinners 

 unto whom he came, 

 faithfully he bore it 

 spotless to the last, 

 brought it back victorious 

 when from death he passed. 

 

3 Name him, Christians, name him, 

 with love strong as death, 

 but with awe and wonder, 

 and with bated breath; 

 he is God the Saviour, 

 he is Christ the Lord, 

 ever to be worshipped, 

 trusted and adored. 

 

4 Surely, this Lord Jesus 

 shall return again,  

 with his Father's glory, 

 with his angel train; 

 for all wreaths of empire 

 meet upon his brow, 

 and our hearts confess him 

 King of Glory now. 

 
Caroline Maria Noel (1817-1877) 

 



Prayer 

 

In you, gracious God, the widowed find a carer, 

the orphaned find a parent, the fearful find a friend. 

In you, the wounded find a healer, 

the penitent find a pardoner,  

the burdened find a counsellor. 

 

In you, the miserly find a beggar, 

the despondent find a laughter-maker, 

the legalists find a rule-breaker. 

In you, Jesus Christ, we meet our Maker, 

and our match. 

 

And if some need to say, 'Help me' 

and if some need to say, `Save me' 

and if some need to say, `Hold me' 

and if some need to say, `Forgive me' 

then let these be said now in confidence by us. 

 

O Christ, 

in whose heart is both welcome and warning, 

say to us, do to us, reveal within us  

the things that will make us whole. 

And we will wait;  

and we will praise you. 

Amen. 

 

Collect 

 

Almighty God, 

who sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and light of your Church: 

open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 

in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Word – Matthew 14:22-33 

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by 
the waves, was far from the land,[d] for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23622d


he came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, 
they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But 
when he noticed the strong wind,[e] he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You 
of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those 
in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

 

Talk 

 

The place to start in looking at any Bible passage is to place it in its context.  Today we have heard 

the familiar story of Jesus walking on water.  It is perhaps his most famous miracle because it is so 

easily visualized, so dramatic, and frankly – it feels like a magic trick and is therefore quite 

entertaining…  Especially when Peter gives it a go; with relative success we should note; but 

ultimately gets wet… 

 

This story comes straight after the feeding of the 5000, which itself is set in the context of Jesus 

trying to be alone further to hearing of the death of John the Baptist, but being followed by the 

crowds, performs the miracle of the loaves and fishes and feeds everyone.  The story that 

immediately follows the walking on water passage is the healing of the leper at Gennesaret 

(involving a whole herd of pigs running into the sea) and Jesus’ subsequent departure from that 

place at the request of the local people there.   

And so we get this sense around these passages that Jesus is carrying out a difficult and challenging 

ministry.  Not just in the complexity of the work itself, but in the vulnerability he carries too.  In 

many ways the ‘value’, the power of these miracles and healings are not the acts themselves, as 

great as they are, it is the narrative in which they occur. 

So, in the walking on water passage understanding this is vital. 

 

We are told that ‘immediately’ after the feeding of the 5000 Jesus sends the disciples off in the boat 

on their own.  This is not a test.  Jesus is seeking some private time, which is what he was trying to 

do before the 5000.  Where are they going?  To the other side, Gennesaret, to a place they have not 

been before, and where we hear all about a bit later on. 

 

It is the following morning that Jesus appears on the water, walking out to them after they have 

been spending the night battling the conditions.  This is not a calm sea, it is windy, choppy, and 

yet Jesus is walking towards them.  Do not forget that amongst those disciples were a number of 

very experienced boatmen, used to the varying conditions on this very piece of water. 

 

Understandably, as they see Jesus, they are afraid.  There is nothing in the passage that says or 

implies that the disciples are afraid of the conditions or indeed are worried about the boat.  What 

they are afraid of here is Jesus himself.  Because he has appeared quite unexpectedly in their midst, 

in command of the conditions and elements around him, and with no boat.  How is he there? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23628e


Like so often, in what they see alone they do not recognise Jesus.  But at this voice…  well that is 

different.  It is the inner character, the energy, the Spirit, that they recognise him.  And responding 

to that Peter gives it a go…  And initially succeeds!!  But as soon as he lets his material concerns 

take over again, he sinks.  As soon as he takes his mind off Jesus, off faith… 

 

And so it is not about just seeing Jesus and doing likewise.  It is about truly engaging with the who, 

the what, the why – the whole process… 

 

We were watching celebrity MasterChef the other night and former Olympic rower Sir Matthew 

Pinsent was talking to Greg Wallace and John Torode.  They said to him that surely he must feel 

he has the trophy in his sights now.  He replied that ‘not at all - a sports psychologist would tell 

you that it is always process over prize…  If you focus on the process, the result will take care of 

itself’   

 

Last Sunday was the British Grand Prix.  Lewis Hamilton was cruising to another win when, on 

the very last lap, he had a complete tyre failure on his car.  The same thing happened to a number 

of other cars, and cost them dearly.  Lewis didn’t stop.  He didn’t give up.  And he managed to 

wrestle that car around that final lap on three wheels, sparks cascading off the front and a useless 

front left flapping around, and somehow still won the race.  Commentators were almost without 

words and watching it it was hard to believe it was actually happening.   

 

Afterwards Lewis said “I don’t know why I was able to keep calm, but I had no choice, I wasn’t 

going to go all that way and then pull over” 

 

When we apply the walking on water passage to our lives today we can see that common thread 

– Trust.  Trusting in who you are and what you have.  Trusting in the gifts that you have been 

given by God, and the gifts of the people alongside you.  Trusting in the things that God has 

enabled you to have at your disposal.  And prepare to engage with the things that happen 

unexpectedly.   

 

What is the boat that Jesus sets you off in, to the other side, to somewhere you don’t know at all or 

very well?  Are you ready to trust in that commission?  And are you able to see beyond what is 

comfortable and recognize that God maybe doing something truly amazing very close to you – 

and that you can join in? 

 

And as Jesus took the time out he needed and sent the disciples on ahead of him, do you recognize 

the times in your lives where it is time to pause and reflect, and trust in others to make the path 

ahead of you? 

 

Anthem – Walk humbly with your God (Archer) 

 

Prayers 

 

Let us prepare ourselves for the day before us 

and claim its potential sent by God. 

 

We bring our concerns for today…. 

 



We bring to God the people of today… 

 

We bring to God ourselves….. 

 

Lord, give us wisdom before we speak, 

Understanding while we listen, 

Sensitivity towards those we meet, 

And the perspective of your kingdom 

In which to see the things of the earth. 

 

Bring us the days ending blessed through having 

shared the days beginning 

In Christs name we pray 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Hymn – Dear Lord and Father of mankind 

 

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

 forgive our foolish ways; 

 re-clothe us in our rightful mind; 

 in purer lives thy service find, 

 in deeper reverence, praise. 

 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard 

 beside the Syrian sea 

 the gracious calling of the Lord, 

 let us, like them, without a word 

 rise up and follow thee. 

 



3 Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

 till all our strivings cease; 

 take from our souls the strain and stress, 

 and let our ordered lives confess 

 the beauty of thy peace. 

 

4 Breathe through the heats of our desire 

 thy coolness and thy balm; 

 let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

 speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 

 O still small voice of calm. 

 
John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892) 

Closing prayers 

 

Leader: For all that God can do within us, 

For all that God can do without us, 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: For all in whom Christ lived before us, 

For all in whom Christ lives beside us, 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: For all the Spirit wants to bring us, 

For where the Spirit wants to send us, 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Leader: Listen. 

Christ has promised to be with us in the world, 

as in our worship. 

All: AMEN, we go to serve him. 

 

Blessing 

 

The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God 

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the + blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and all those whom you love, 

and all those you find it difficult to love, 

this day and always. 

Amen. 
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