
John 2: 1-11  Water into Wine 

So, there was a wedding at Cana, and Jesus was there. 

But something has gone seriously wrong. There should have been enough wine 

for all the guests, and it should have lasted for as long as the feasting went on. 

Somebody has got egg on their face, and on this most important day, it looks 

as though that person is the bridegroom and his family.  

Here is the situation: public shame, personal embarrassment and probably 

some disgruntled guests who would never forget it. Not a good start to a 

marriage! 

As always with Jesus’s signs and healings, there are many layers of meaning. 

One of the meanings of this passage for us at this moment could be that it 

addresses our very human fear that supplies will run out – that being for us 

both globally and specifically, supplies of power, water, food, vaccines or the  

infamous toilet rolls.  Will there be enough to go round?  

How vulnerable we all are when resources are in short supply, and how quick 

to blame someone for it. Our public figures face hostility when their plans and 

provisions are seen to fall short of expectations. Blaming, hoarding or grabbing 

of resources are ugly reactions to the fear of scarcity. 

The story of this wedding feast, though, is about redemption. 

 Jesus redeems the situation. As the story unfolds, the master of the feast is 

impressed, the bridegroom and family are relieved, the disciples are 

encouraged in their discipleship, Mary is proved right in her conviction that her 

son can fix it, and Jesus begins to get his message out in public. 

We can see also another very important aspect of the story: the water jars - 

very large earthenware containers used to hold water for ceremonial hand 

washing after the defilement of everyday activities. The water was for 

purification and commitment to the holiness of God. 

Jesus’s mission is about making all things new, bringing forgiveness and purity, 

healing a wounded and sinful world. He is himself like the water in those jars, 

and he is also the wonderful good wine of new spiritual life in which the long-

established traditions and rituals are brought to fulfilment. 

At first, Jesus seems reluctant to take action and respond to his mother’s 

urging to get involved.  ‘My time has not yet come….’  He must have known 



that there was a long path to walk and his words and actions would not always 

be appreciated; But he steps out and begins his journey, and so must we. 

Jesus’s time has still not finally come. It came in various ways throughout his 

life: most profoundly at his death; most astonishingly at his resurrection; most 

poignantly at his ascension. Jesus’s time was also at Pentecost, when he came 

anew in the Holy Spirit, and we believe that it will come in fulness at the end of 

time when at last he is revealed in infinite glory. 

Jesus’s time also comes to us as we travel the course of our earthly lives.  

There are unlimited opportunities for us to see that Jesus is with us, in the 

ordinary, in any personal shame or disgrace, in the fear of poverty or the 

depression of isolation and anxiety about the future.  He is here to redeem 

every moment for us and sometimes we see it demonstrated in exceptional 

ways. In the kingdom of heaven on earth there is sometimes great pleasure 

and delight, as there is in a good wedding and marriage.  

We must keep the disciplines of our faith through challenging times – like the 

ritual washing of hands for the devout believers of Jesus’ time – and in them 

find transformation. Sharing worship has to be done differently right now, but 

our regular prayers, sacrificial giving and willingness to share faith and hope 

remain the same. 

One day we will look back at this unusual time we are in, and then by God’s 

grace we will be able to say with the benefit of hindsight, Jesus was there. 

With the eyes of faith we can say even now in our own struggles and 

uncertainties; Jesus is here. 

 And further, we can remember that His time is still promised to come in 

abundance, when there will be much celebration and outpouring of great joy. 

Then, Jesus will be revealed at the Great Banquet of heaven, not only as 

Redeemer and ever-present Guide, but as the Bridegroom who is united with 

us, the Church, as his Bride. 


